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Mexico City Delegation will Focus on Business and Education Opportunities 
David Eccles School of Business, Delta Airlines, Zions Bank are Key Partners 

 
 
   Governor Mike Leavitt and the David Eccles School of Business today announced a 
fellowship for Mexican nationals who wish to pursue an advanced degree in business 
administration.  News of the fellowship will be shared with Mexican officials during the 
Mexico City trade mission next week.  Leavitt will be joined by approximately 30 Utah 
business representatives who will explore economic opportunities in Mexico.  
 
   “Mexico is an important economic and cultural partner for Utah,” said Governor Mike 
Leavitt. “This fellowship will enhance the Utah-Mexico relationship and offer unique 
international exposure for students from both countries.” 
 
   The scholarship provides full tuition, a stipend and a renewal of benefits based on 
maintaining a 3.2 grade point average.  It will be provided on an ongoing basis to a 
qualified student.  Governor Leavitt will present the fellowship to Mexican officials 
during the trade mission. 
  
   “We are all aware of the importance of a diverse classroom as we prepare students for a 
global business environment,” said Jack Brittain, Dean of the David Eccles School of 
Business.  “The David Eccles School of Business sees this as an opportunity to attract 
some top-notch students from Mexico, who will bring valuable perspectives from their 
country." 
 
The Utah-Mexico Connection 
   The governor will meet with President Vicente Fox and six senior cabinet officials to 
further Utah’s economic, cultural and diplomatic ties with this important country.  The 
state’s economic and cultural connection with Mexico is significant.  Mexico is Utah’s 
seventh largest trading partner and Hispanics are the state’s largest and fastest growing 
ethnic population.  Specific connections between Utah and Mexico include: 



 
• One in ten Utahns are Hispanic.  Presently, there are over 200,000 

Hispanics in the state, many of them with Mexican ties. 
 
• Utah’s Hispanic population more than doubled during the past decade and 

is expected to continue to grow rapidly. 
 
• Utah exports approximately $114 million worth of merchandise to 

Mexican customers each year, including transportation equipment, 
computers, food and chemicals. 

 
• Salt Lake City and Mexico City are both Olympic cities.  Mexico City 

hosted the 1968 Olympic Summer Games. 
   

Other Utah! Trade Missions 
  The state has planned eight foreign and six domestic trade missions to develop the Utah 
economy, leverage the success of the 2002 Games and form long term relationships with 
strategic partners.  In October the state visited Moscow, Russia and signed a sporting 
agreement which will enable 400 Utah high school students to participate in summer 
games in Moscow this July and 100 Muscovites to participate in winter games here in 
February 2004.  In total the state will seek to expand Utah’s economic opportunities via 
these trade missions in 26 domestic and international markets.  
 
Delta Air Lines, Inc and Zions Bank Sponsorships  
   As a part of the Mexico City trip, Zions Bank will be sponsoring a reception at the 
home U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Tony Garza. The event will be the first major 
reception to be hosted by the new ambassador and will be attended by leaders in the 
Mexican business community as well as the international diplomatic corps. As the trend 
toward international markets accelerates, Zions Bank has the advantage of serving both 
local and foreign-based businesses. 
 
   The governor is also pleased that Delta Air Lines, Inc. has partnered with the state to be 
the official airlines of the Utah! Trade Missions. Delta is the leading US transatlantic 
airline, offering the most daily flight departures, serving the largest number of nonstop 
markets and carrying more passengers than any other US airline. Delta’s SkyTeam 
partner, AeroMexico, will be assisting the Utah delegation for the Mexico trip.  
 
   “Delta Air Lines is partnering with the state on the trade missions because of our strong 
presence in Utah and our desire to promote economic growth in Utah,” said Ilene 
England, account manager for Delta. 
 
   More information on trade missions can be found at www.trademissions.utah.gov or by 
calling (801) 538-2002. 
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